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The Birthweight Gains from Trade: Chinese Imports
and Infant Health in Sub-Saharan Africa

Abstract: A growing number of papers has focused on the impact of Chinese
manufacturing imports in developed economies such as the United States and
western Europe. However, less is known about the impact on developing
economies, especially in the context of Sub-Saharan Africa, even though the
magnitude of China-Africa bilateral trade has increased by almost 10 times
since the early 2000s. Unlike advanced economies, Chinese imports to Africa
are taking place at the time when the region is yet to experience a structural
transformation away from agriculture and has an incipient manufacturing
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economies. We find evidence supporting this claim using a sample of over
350,000 births from 25 countries in Sub-Sahara Africa. Our identification
strategy relies on the comparison of siblings from the same mother who were
born at different levels of Chinese imports to their country. We find that
increased exposure to Chinese imports led to large gains in birthweight.

This finding is robust to several specifications and is mainly driven from
improvements among children born to less-educated mothers.
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