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The Pharmacist Will See You Now: 
Pharmacist Prescrip�ve Authority and
Access to Care in Idaho

Abstract:
In 2018, Idaho became the first state to grant broad prescrip�ve 
authority to pharmacists in the United States for medica�ons 
related to specific minor condi�ons. We examine the effects of 
this reform on access to care for Medicare beneficiaries 
prescribed albuterol sulfate (used to treat asthma�c symptoms) 
and pen needles (used to manage diabetes). These are 
medica�ons for pa�ents for whom delays may inhibit the 
effec�veness of treatment. We find evidence that three more 
individuals per pharmacist received �me-sensi�ve care, 
poten�ally avoiding detrimental or expensive alterna�ves.
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The Philosophy, Poli�cs, and Economics (PPE) Research Seminar Series
provides a forum for eminent scholars across these disciplines to
present their work in a flexible format with faculty and students.
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