ENGLISH 1A: COMPOSITION

SPRING 2007

Sections: 10 (TTh 9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.) BBC 222

               19 (TTh 10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.) SH 411

Instructor:  Erica Goss



Phone: 924-4515

Office:  FO 226




email: Erica.Goss@email.sjsu.edu

Office Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday 12:00 – 1:15 & by appointment

Course Description and Student Learning Objectives

This is the first course in a two-semester, lower-division composition sequence; it provides an introduction to college-level composition, with attention to the “personal voice” and personal experience, and to the more formal demands of writing at the university.  Students will develop college-level reading abilities, rhetorical sophistication, and writing styles that give form and coherence to complex ideas and feelings.  Prerequisite:  Passage of the English Proficiency Test (EPT) or passage of an approved substitute course for the EPT.

Required Texts and Materials

· Kirszner and Mandell.  Patterns for College Writing, 10th edition

· Troyka, Lynn, et al.  The Simon and Schuster Handbook for Writers, 8th edition

· College-level dictionary

· 4-8 bluebooks for in-class essays

· 2 yellow examination booklets for the final exam

· Thesaurus

Assignments

Essays:  There are eight required essays – 4 in-class and 4 out-of-class.  You must complete all eight essays to pass the course.  The first essay, a diagnostic written in class, must be completed but does not count toward your grade.

· In-class essays will be written in blue books.  Bring a dictionary to class on the days in-class essays are scheduled.  In-class essays cannot be made up unless I have granted the student prior permission.  I will only consider emergency cases.

· Out-of-class essays must be 4-5 pages (about 1000 words), typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, spell-checked, and in MLA format (see the Writer’s Handbook for guidelines).  Essays will be lowered one grade for each day late unless you have made prior arrangements with me, and I will only consider emergencies.  Late work can be turned in to my mailbox in FO 102 with a time stamp.  No assignments will be accepted more than one week late.  You must turn in your rough draft and workshop notes, if applicable, with your final paper.

Workshops:  Workshops are designed to help you refine your essay drafts and produce a high-quality final version.  On workshop days, bring three copies of your completed rough draft to class for group editing.  You will be contributing important feedback to your peers, therefore workshops are mandatory and cannot be made up.  Missing a workshop will result in a full letter-grade deduction on the final essay.

Reading:  The readings we discuss in class correspond to the essays you will write on you own, so you must keep up with all reading assignments.  Reading will include essays, poetry and fiction from Patterns for College Writing, plus handouts.  In addition, we will use the Handbook for Writers for guidance on grammar and writing.

Reader responses:  In preparation for meaningful discussion and to encourage students to complete each reading assignment, the first 5-8 minutes of class will be set aside for you to write a 1-page response to the readings for that day.  In general, I will provide you with some guided questions to think about as you write.  The in-class reader responses, as well as quizzes and grammar tests, are part of your class participation grade and cannot be made up.  More than one missed reader response assignment will result in a lowered grade.

Quizzes and other assignments:  I will give unannounced quizzes on the assigned readings, as well as grammar quizzes, from time to time throughout the semester.   These assignments and quizzes cannot be made up.

Final exam:  The mandatory departmental final exam for all English 1A students will be administered on:

Saturday, December 2 from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.  Location to be announced.

Bring two yellow examination books, pens, and a non-electronic dictionary.  The test cannot be rescheduled.  You will have 30 minutes for pre-writing and 60 minutes for writing.

Grading

In-class essays (3 at 5% each)


15%

Out-of-class essays (4 at 10% each)

40%

Workshops, quizzes, assignments

15%

Participation




10%

Final exam




20%

DEPARTMENT GRADING POLICY

The Department of English reaffirms its commitment to the differential grading scale as defined in the official SJSU Catalog (“The Grading System”).  Grades issued must represent a full range of student performance: A = excellent; B = above average; C = average; D = below average; F = failure.  Courses graded according to the A, B, C, No Credit system shall follow the same pattern, except that NC, No Credit, shall replace D or F.  In A, B, C, No Credit courses, NC shall substitute for W (Withdrawal) because neither NC nor W affects students’ grade point averages.  Note:  a grade of C- is not a passing grade in this course.  Any final grade falling below a C will be recorded as a NC.

Note: This is an A, B, C, No Credit course, but individual essays will be graded on an A-F scale.  Any student with a final grade of C- will not receive credit for this course.

In English Department courses, instructors will comment on and grade the quality of student writing as well as the quality of ideas being conveyed.  All student writing sjould be distinguished by correct grammar and punctuation, appropriate diction and syntax, and well-organized paragraphs.  Essays will be graded according to the following criteria:

A = Excellent: The “A” essay is well organized and well developed.  The paper has good topic sentences and is virtually free of grammar, spelling and punctuation errors.  Besides a clear and persuasive use of evidence and fluid transitions, an “A” essay contains a fresh insight that teaches the reader something new about the subject matter and maintains the reader’s interest.

B = Above average: The “B” essay demonstrates a good understanding of the subject, a clear and persuasive use of evidence, a certain level of ease of expression, and solid organization.  However, it may contain some minor problem with mechanical flaws, organization, sentence variety, or analysis.  It usually lacks the spark of originality and creativity that characterizes the insight found in an “A” essay.

C = Average: The “C” essay makes a good attempt at all the assignment’s requirements.  It shows a reasonable understanding of its subject matter but its ideas are frequently simplistic or over-generalized.  The writing style is also blander than the style shown by “A” and “B” essays and it often contains a large number of flaws in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and/or word choice.

D = Below average: The “D” essay is poorly organized and generally unclear.  It has inappropriate or inadequate examples, is noticeably superficial or simplistic, or contains serious mechanical and grammatical problems.  A “D” essay may also reveal some misunderstanding of the assignment requirements.

F = Failure: An “F” essay has not addressed the requirements of the assignments and is unacceptable work.

PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of somebody else’s words or ideas and is considered an instance of academic dishonesty.  Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated.  Instructors are required to report plagiarism.  The following are examples of plagiarism:  buying, stealing or borrowing a paper; hiring someone to write a paper for you;  using someone else’s ideas without citation; copying from a source or paraphrasing a source too closely without citation.

Any assignment containing plagiarized passages will automatically receive a 0 grade.  Plagiarism may also result in a NC grade for the course, as well as university sanctions.  Repeated instances of plagiarism will result in expulsion from the university.

You must submit each out-of-class essay to http://.turnitin.com, a website that provides me with an automated check for plagiarism.  I will provide instructions in class on how to set up an account.

Tutoring

Tutoring is available at the Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) for students interested in additional help with writing.  LARC is located in Student Services Center Room 600, (408) 924-2587, www.acadsvcs.sjsu.edu. 

Disabled Student Services

Students who require assistance due to a disability should contact the Disability Resource Center as soon as possible.  The Center is located in the Administration Building Room 110, (408) 924-6000 or (408) 924-5990, www.drc.sjsu.edu.  In addition, please let me know how we can make any necessary accommodations.

ENGLISH 1A SCHEDULE FOR SPRING 2007
PCW = Patterns for College Writing




HW = Handbook for Writers

Th, 1-25

Introduction

T, 1-29


Essay #1, in-class diagnostic




Essay #2 assigned, out-of-class Personal Narration

Th, 2-1


Lamott, selections from Bird by Bird (handout)




Cisneros, “Only Daughter” (PCW 96)




Angelou, “Finishing School” (PCW 101)




pp. 7-8, “Persuasive Writing” (HW)

T, 2-6


WORKSHOP, Essay #2 (bring 3 copies to class)

Th, 2-8


Alexie, “Indian Education” (PCW 134)




Tan, “Mother Tongue” (PCW 487)




Essay #4 assigned, out-of-class Compare and Contrast 

T, 2-13


Essay #2 due, Personal Narration




Birnbaum, “The Catbird Seat” (PCW 227)




Chapter 2, “Planning, Shaping, Drafting, and Revising” (HW)

Th, 2-15

Patton, “Innovation” (PCW 231)




Smith-Yackel, “My Mother Never Worked” (PCW 108)

T, 2-20


Essay #3, in-class Exemplification

Th, 2-22

Chapter 3, “Writing Paragraphs” (HW)




Essay #5 assigned, out-of-class cause and effect

T, 2-27


DeGraaf, “Swollen Expectations” (PCW 425)

Frazier, “Dearly Disconnected” (PCW 434)

Th, 3-1


Essay #4 due, Compare and Contrast




Brady, “I Want A Wife” (PCW 524)




Sanders, “The Men We Carry in Our Minds” (PCW 481)

T, 3-6


Pollitt, “Why Boys Don’t Play With Dolls” (PCW 361)




Winn, “Television:  The Plug-In Drug” (PCW 351)




Chapter 4, “Thinking, Reading and Writing Critically” (HW)

Th, 3-8


Kozol, “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (PCW 252)




Graham, “The ‘Black Table’ is Still There” (PCW 366)

T, 3-13


WORKSHOP Essay #5 (bring 3 copies to class)

Th, 3-15

Essay #5 due, Cause and Effect

T, 3-20


Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence” (PCW 584)

Th, 3-22

Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments” (PCW 590)




King, “Letter From Birmingham Jail” (PCW 597)




Chapter 5, “Writing Arguments” (HW)

March 26 – March 30:  Spring Recess, no classes  

T, 4-3


Adkins, “Traditional Mother and Father” (PCW 625)




Birtha, “Laws Should Support Loving Households” (PCW 630)

Th, 4-5


Essay #6, in-class Argumentation

T, 4-10


DeCoster, “The Case For Wal-Mart” (PCW 652) 




Featherstone, “Down and Out in Discount America” (PCW 659)




Essay #7 assigned, out-of-class, rewrite of Essay #6

Th, 4-12

NO CLASS
T, 4-17


Broyles, “A War for Us, Fought by Them” (PCW 637)




Jahnkow, “For Those Who Believe We Need a Draft” (PCW 643)

Th, 4-19

Malcolm X, “My First Conk” (PCW 285)




Jackson, “The Lottery” (PCW 317)

T, 4-24


WORKSHOP Essay #7 (bring 3 copies to class)

Th, 4-26

Essay #7 due, rewrite of Essay #6

T, 5-1


Bok, “Sizing Up the Effects” (PCW 671)




Jones, “Violent Media is Good For Kids” (PCW 678)

Th, 5-3


Tannen, “Sex, Lies and Conversation” (PCW 440)

T, 5-8


Essay #8, in-class preparation for final

Th, 5-10

Preparation for final exam




Distribute directions for Letter to Instructor

Saturday, 5-12
Final exam, 8:00 a.m. Location TBA

T, 5-15


Allende, “The Amazon Queen” (PCW 173)




Momaday, “The Way to Rainy Mountain” (PCW 180)



Letter to Instructor due (must be turned in to receive a passing

grade) 
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