San Jose State University
English 1A Spring 2007
Section 23    M/W 12:00-1:15     SH 240
Section 29    M/W 1:30-2:45       HGH 122
Prof. C. J. Browne
Office: FO 217     Office Hours:  M/W 11:00-12.00

Phone: 924-4494  Email: Clare.Browne@sjsu.edu  (Best way to contact me)

Course Description

English 1A is the first in SJSU’s two-part composition sequence; it provides an introduction to college-level composition.  Since your college career will require an extensive amount of reading, interpreting and writing, this course is designed to enhance all of these skills.  You will be reading a variety of published works, and you are encouraged to engage with the texts to recognize the components of excellent writing.  The connection between reading and writing will help you become a more effective writer.
Course Objectives

You will learn to do the following:
· Form a clear, focused thesis statement

· Organize and develop your ideas

· Use correct punctuation and grammar

· Read critically and analyze effectively
Required Texts and Materials
Great Writing, 3rd Ed. Wiener & Eisenberg.

Quick Access Compact, Troyka & Hesse.
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini
Blue Books for in-class essays
A writing notebook for reading responses and in-class work
Course Requirements
Writing Assignments:  You will do a significant amount of writing, in various formats, in this course.  Out-of-class essays must typed (Times New Roman 12 point font) and double-spaced, using MLA format.  Essays are expected on the due date: late papers drop a grade for each day they are late.  All essays must be completed to pass the course. 
Writing Notebook:  This is primarily for you to reflect on the readings and each entry should be dated.  
Quizzes:  These are not always announced beforehand.  Be prepared.

Attendance: Regular attendance and participation are expected.  Assignments in class cannot be made up.

Final Exam:  The departmental final exam for all English 1A students will be given on Saturday, 12th May from 8:00-10:00am.  The final exam is mandatory: you can’t pass the class without it.
Grading Standards
Grades must represent a full range of student performance.  Essays will be graded according to the following criteria:

A= Excellent:  The “A” essay is organized and well-constructed.  It demonstrates a clear understanding of the topic and has a focused thesis.  Paragraphs are fully developed and discussion of the ideas is apt and specific.  The student utilizes appropriate details, lively vocabulary, syntactic complexity and smooth transitions.  This paper is virtually free of mechanical errors and is a pleasure to read.

B= Very Good:  The “B” essay reflects an understanding of the prompt, but is less precise and not as convincing as the “A” paper.  While it exhibits controlling ideas and supports them with specific examples, it may lack sentence variety and a consistent, smooth flow.  This paper may contain minor grammatical/mechanical flaws, but it does show overall competence.

C= Adequate:  The “C” essay discusses the prompt but in a superficial or generalized way.  The paragraphs exhibit a lack of firm control of the ideas and contain insufficient supportive detail.  Word choice and syntax is somewhat immature and mechanical errors may be frequent enough to distract the reader.


D= Poor:  The “D” essay makes an attempt to discuss the prompt but is poorly organized, vague and lacks appropriate examples.  The paper demonstrates weak control of ideas, and contains serious mechanical and grammatical errors.


F=Unacceptable:  The “F” essay does not fulfill any of the requirements of the assignment.  It fails to address the prompt or misrepresents it significantly, it lacks coherence, and it does not reflect mechanical or grammatical competence.
Your grade for the course will be determined as follows:
In- class essays



25%

Out-of-class essays


35%

Departmental Final


20%

Notebook/Quizzes/Participation

20%

The course is graded A, B, C, No Credit.  C is the minimum grade required to pass the course.
University Policies

Academic Integrity Statement:


“Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s Integrity Policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work.  Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Judicial Affairs.”  The policy on academic integrity can be found at: http://sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American with Disabilities Act:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible.
Course Schedule (Subject to Change)
W. JAN. 24:
Introduction to 1A   Homework:  Read Introduction: The Writing Process (Great Writing 2-8); Description (GW 10-17)
M. JAN. 29:

Diagnostic Essay (Bring blue book)

W. JAN. 31:

White’s “Once More to the Lake” (GW 24-29)



Cane’s “Snow Toward Evening” (GW 54-55)

M. FEB. 5:

Introduction to Narration (GW 58-64)




Carver’s “My Father’s Life” (GW 81-87)




Question 1 (Ideas for Writing) One page response



Essay 2 assigned

W. FEB. 7:

Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart” (GW 108-113)



Introductory Paragraphs (QA 4b)

M. FEB.12:

First draft of essay due for peer edit (Bring 3 copies)



Body paragraphs and topic sentences (QA 4c, d, e, f)
W. FEB. 14:

Joyce’s “Araby” (GW 99-104)



Concluding paragraphs (QA 4k)

M. FEB. 19:

Exemplification (GW 144-151)




The Critical Thinking Process (QA 5a, b)

Essay 2 due

W. FEB. 21:

Thurber’s “Courtship through the Ages” (GW 166-169)

M. FEB. 26:
Ehrenreich’s “What I’ve Learned from Men” (GW 175-178) WRITING NOTEBOOKS DUE
W. FEB. 28:

In-class essay.  Bring blue book.
M. MAR. 5:
Process Analysis (GW 196-204)

Hemmingway’s “Camping Out” (GW 212-215)



Sentence fragments (QA 12 a, b)
W. MAR. 7:
Mitford’s “Behind the Formaldehyde Curtain” (GW 216-223) 

Comma Splices and Run-on Sentences (QA 13 a, b, c, d)

M. MAR. 12:
In-class essay.  Bring blue book.
W. MAR. 14:
The Kite Runner Group discussion of themes in the novel
M. MAR. 19:
The Kite Runner Essay 5 assigned

Review MLA format for essays (QA 36 e)
W. MAR. 21:
Comparison and Contrast (GW 278-286)


Tan’s “Two Kinds” (GW 291-298)

Woolf’s “Shakespeare’s Gifted Sister” (GW 287-289)


WRITING NOTEBOOKS DUE
MARCH 26-30:
SPRING BREAK
M. APR. 2:
Classification (GW 354-361)


Parallelism (QA 18 a, b, c, d)


First draft of essay 5 due
W. APR. 4:

Baker’s “The Plot Against People” (GW 387-389)


Thomas’ “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night” (GW 373-374)

 M. APR. 9:

Causal Analysis (GW 404-410)


Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour” (GW 415-418)


Variety in writing (QA 18 f, g, h, I, j, k)


Essay 5 due

W. APR. 11:
Definition (GW 464-472)


Brownmiller’s “Femininity” (GW 485-489)


Semicolons (QA 24 a, b, c, d) Homework:  Advertising Analysis

M. APR. 16:
Rodriguez “Complexion” (GW 513-516)


Presentation of Advertising Analysis
W. APR. 18:
In-class essay.  Bring blue book.

M. APR. 23:

Argument and Persuasion (GW 520-528)

King’s “I Have a Dream” (GW 529-533)


Review QA 32 k

Essay 7 assigned
W. APR. 25:
Marvell’s “To His Coy Mistress” (GW 558-560)

Smiley’s “The Case Against Chores” (GW 564-566)

M. APR. 30:
First draft essay 7 due.

Apostrophes (QA 26 a, b, c, d) WRITING NOTEBOOKS DUE
W. MAY 2:
Final Exam Practice

M. MAY 7:
Final Exam Practice


Essay 7 due

W. MAY 9:
Final Exam Practice


Grammar review

SAT. MAY 12:
Departmental Final Exam.  8:00-10:00am.


Bring large YELLOW Exam book, black/blue pens, and a dictionary.
 M. MAY 14:
Presentation of best piece of writing
