Department of English & Comparative Literature, San José State University 
ENGL 100W: Writing Workshop

Section 1, Fall 2010 (Code #40596)
	Instructor:
	Paul Douglass

	Website:
	http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/douglass/caro/paul_douglass.html

	Office Hours:
	Monday 10:30–11:45 am and Wednesday 8:00–9:00 am: Faculty Office Bldg. Rm. 108 and by appointment: MLK Library Rm. 590 (Steinbeck Center).

	Email:
	Paul.Douglass@sjsu.edu

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-4429

	Class:
	Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00 - 10:15 am in Engineering Bldg. 303

	Prerequisites:
	ENGL 1B (with a grade of C or better); Completion of Core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing.

	GE/SJSU Studies: 
	Area Z: Written Communication II


Course Description 

English 100W is an integrated writing and literature course for students to develop advanced proficiency in college-level writing. The course is designed to broaden and deepen writing abilities from 1A and 1B:  mastery of punctuation, grammar, syntax, and diction, and communicating effectively with specialized and general audiences. The course requires planning and writing expository essays, reports, and one creative piece (a poem). Students will discuss literary genres, reading audiences, and the purposes of college writing. 
English 100W deals specifically with English literary studies, emphasizing close and careful reading of literary texts, especially poetry. Students who complete the course should improve their ability to read, analyze, and interpret poetry, fiction, and drama, and to respond critically to those texts. Students will also need to demonstrate advanced proficiency in research.

Course Theme: Crime, Detectives, Cops, & Criminals

The nature of transgression—its perpetration, detection, and punishment—provides a major focus for our culture's arts entertainment in fiction, poetry, film, and drama. This literature of crime, criminals, and detectives says something about American culture. But what? 
Crime and its detection involve interpreting evidence and texts, reading people, places, and situations, and writing theories and explanations. Crime literature makes mysteries and then solves them, using research and guesswork to verify or disprove a theory.  The skills of the crime and detective genre protagonist and reader form an effective writer's repertoire. The sleuth in such stories is successful when s/he "reads" and "writes" better than an opponent or competitor.
Texts: 

Cain, James M.  Double Indemnity (serialized 1936; first published 1943). New York:  Vintage, 1989. (ISBN-10: 0679723226; ISBN-13: 978-0679723226).

Gioia, Dana, and X.J. Kennedy. Backpack Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing. 3rd Edition. New York: Longman, 2010. (ISBN-10: 0-205-72758-1; ISBN-13: 978-0-205-72758-2)

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. (ISBN-13: 978-1-603-29024-1).

Hammett, Dashiell.  The Thin Man (first published 1933). New York: Vintage, 1989. (ISBN-10: 0679722637; ISBN-13: 978-0679722632).

Rucka, Greg, and Steve Lieber (Illus.).  Whiteout (first published 2001). Portland, OR: Oni Press, 2007. ISBN-10: 193266470X; ISBN-13: 978-1932664706).

Suggested Text: 

Hacker, Diana. A Writer’s Reference. 6th ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. (ISBN-10: 0312664761; ISBN-13: 978-0312664763).
Texts can be purchased at Spartan Books and Roberts Bookstore or via internet sellers listed at http://www.sjsu.edu/english/donations/ (buying there benefits the English Department).
Assignments
Assignments include six graded essays, two of them written in class. Reading and writing assignments are indicated in the calendar, along with due dates for research, oral presentations, and peer editing sessions.  Various in-class and at-home “informal” writings will be considered in your “participation” grade along with your contributions to class discussion and activities, and your scores on any reading quizzes. 
For papers written outside class with documentation of any kind, all quotations must be enclosed in quotation marks or, when more than three lines, put in an indented block. Full citation of the original author and source must also be included, in MLA style (see Gioia and Kennedy's Backpack Literature 1178-91). For some sample student papers that may help you with integrating quotations in your text, or with formatting and proper citation, see Backpack Literature, Chapters 29 and 30. See the University policy on “Academic Integrity” for help avoiding plagiarism.

Doing the reading and responding to comments and questions of the instructor and your fellow students is a requirement of the course. Formal and informal participation in class-time assignments and activities counts. A required 100W final will be given on Saturday, December 4 from Noon to 2:30 PM. (make necessary arrangements now to attend).
	Assignment
	Description
	Weight

	Trial Essay 
(Learning Objectives ["LOs"] 1 & 2)
	700-1000 words (commented on and considered in final grade as part of "participation").
	Included in "Participation."

	Participation (LOs 1, 2 & 3)
	Class discussions, quizzes, informal writing assignments and projects, including the trial essay, a reader's response, and a poem.
	10%

	Oral Presentation (LOs 2 & 3)
	Oral recitation of a poem from memory and discussion of its form.
	5%

	Essay 1 (LOs 1 & 2)
	In-class Writing on Poetry (1 hr 15 minutes: 700-1000 words).
	10%

	Essay 2 (LOs 1 & 2)
	Explication of Poetry (1500-1750 words).
	15%

	Essay 3 (LOs 1 & 2)
	In-class Writing on Drama (1 hr 15 minutes: 700-1000 words).
	15%

	Essay 4 (LOs 1 & 2)
	Analysis of a Drama (1500-1750 words).
	10%

	Essay 5 (LOs 1, 2 & 3)
	Research Proposal for Essay 6 (topic in crime fiction) and Annotated bibliography (about 250 words each).
	10%

	Essay 6 (LOs 1, 2 & 3)
	Research Paper on a topic in crime fiction, with standard bibliography (2000 to 3000 words).
	15%

	Final Exam (LOs 1 & 2)
	12/04/10:  Noon to 2:30 PM.
	10%

	Total
	 
	100%


Grading Policy
A passing grade in the course signifies that the student has developed those writing, reading, and research abilities necessary for upper-division work in the English major. The following statement has been adopted by the Department of English for inclusion in all syllabi: 
In English Department Courses, instructors will comment on and grade the quality of student writing as well as the quality of ideas being conveyed. All student writing should be distinguished by correct grammar and punctuation, appropriate diction and syntax, and well-organized paragraphs. The Department of English reaffirms its commitment to the differential grading scale as defined in the SJSU Catalog ("The Grading System"). Grades issued must represent a full range of student performance: A = excellent; B = above average; C = average; D = below average; F = failure. In written assignments for this section of English 100W, this scale is based on the following criteria:

A [90-92=A-, 93-96=A, 97-100=A+] = Excellent: The "A" essay is articulate and well developed with fluid transitions and a clear and persuasive use of evidence, which is drawn from the literary text itself, lecture materials (when appropriate), and research materials. An "A" essay contains a fresh insight that teaches the reader something new about the subject matter.

B [80-82=B-, 83-86=B, 87-89=B+] = Above average: The "B" essay demonstrates a good understanding of its subject, a clear and persuasive use of evidence, a certain level of ease of expression, and solid organization. However, it usually lacks the level of originality and creativity that characterizes the insight found in an "A" essay. 

C [70-72=C-, 73-76=C, 77-79=C+] = Average: The "C" essay makes a good attempt at all the assignment's requirements. It has a reasonable understanding of its subject matter, but its ideas are frequently simplistic or over-generalized. The writing style is also more bland and repetitive than the style shown by "A" and "B" essays and it often contains flaws in grammar, punctuation, spelling and/or word choice. It may also use textual evidence out of context.

D [60-62=D-, 63-66=D, 67-69=D+] = Below average: The "D" essay is poorly organized and generally unclear. It has inappropriate or inadequate examples, is noticeably superficial or simplistic, and/or contains some serious mechanical and grammatical problems. A "D" essay may also reveal some misunderstanding of the assignment requirements.

F = Failure: An "F" essay has not addressed the requirements of the assignment and is unacceptable work in terms of both form and content.

University Policy on Academic Integrity

Check the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available online. Your commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development.

Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

University Policy: Americans With Disabilities Act

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources 

Computer labs for students exist in the Academic Success Center on the First floor of Clark Hall and on the Second floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.
SJSU Writing Center
The SJSU Writing Center is in Room 126 in Clark Hall. It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges.
General Education/SJSU Studies Learning Objectives:
Learning Objective 1: Students shall be able to refine the competencies established in Written Communication IA and IB (as summarized here).

IA Student Learning:

Students should be able to perform effectively the essential steps in the writing process (prewriting, organizing, composing, revising, and editing).

Students should be able to express (explain, analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively.

Students should be able to use correct grammar (syntax, mechanics, and citation of sources) at a college level of sophistication.

Students should be able to write for different audiences (both specialized and general)

IB Student Learning: 

Students should be able to use (locate, analyze, and evaluate) supporting materials, including independent library research.

Students should be able to synthesize ideas encountered in multiple readings.

Students should be able to construct effective arguments.

Learning Objective 2: Students shall be able to express (explain, analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively, including ideas encountered in multiple readings and expressed in different forms of discourse.

Learning Objective 3: Students shall be able to organize and develop essays and documents for both professional and general audiences, including appropriate editorial standards for citing primary and secondary sources. 
Library Liaison for English & Comparative Literature:
Toby Matoush is the English Department's Library Liaison: Toby.Matoush@sjsu.edu, (408) 808-2096. Professor Matoush can help with library research questions outside of class. 
Classroom Protocol

Cell phones and other noisemaking electronic devices should be turned off. Class discussions and lectures are designed as an integral part of this course. 

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information about late drops: http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/ Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes.

English 100WE:  Fall 2010 Calendar
	Week
	 Readings & Assignments

	1
	August 25: Introduction.

	
	

	2
	August 30: Trial Essay:  In-class Writing on a short poem.
Reading:  Backpack Literature (BPL), Chapters 9, 10 ("Reading a Poem" and "Listening to a Voice"). Focus Poem for oral discussion:  "My Last Duchess."

	
	September 1: BPL, Chapters 11, 12 ("Words" and "Saying and Suggesting"). Focus Poems:  "Batter My Heart," "Dog Haiku," "Lonely Hearts," "London," "Fire and Ice," "Disillusionment of Ten O'clock," "Bilingual/Bilinguë."

	3
	September 6:  Labor Day Holiday—no class.

	
	September 8:  BPL, Chapters 13, 14 ("Imagery" and "Figures of Speech").
Essay 1: In-class Writing—analyzing a short poem.

	4
	September 13: BPL, Chapters 15, 16 ("Sound" and "Rhythm").  Focus Poems:  "True Ease in Writing," "When Maidens Are Young," "We Real Cool," "In memoriam John Coltrane," "Dream Boogie."

	
	September 15: BPL, Chapter 17 ("Closed Form"). Oral presentations on poetic form; poems recited from memory. 

	5
	September 20:  BPL, Chapter 18 ("Open Form"). Oral presentations on poetic form; poems recited from memory. 

	
	September 22: BPL, Chapter 19 ("Symbol"). Focus Poems:  "Uphill," "The Boston Evening Transcript," "The Parable of the Good Seed," "Anecdote of the Jar."

	6

 
	September 27: Essay 2: Explication of a poem due. Peer review.  

	
	September 29: Essay 2: Final draft due.

	7

 
	October 4:  BPL, Chapter 23 ("Reading a Play"):  Glaspell, Trifles.

	
	October 6:  Trifles, continued discussion.

	8

 
	October 11: Whiteout, discussion of this graphic novel

	
	October 13: Whiteout, continued discussion.

	9

 
	October 18: Essay 3: In-class Writing:  analysis of a crime-drama.

	
	October 20: BPL, Chapter 25 ("Theater of Sophocles"):  Oedipus the King.

	10
	October 25: Oedipus the King, continued discussion.

	
	October 27:  Essay 4: Analysis of Oedipus as crime-drama due. Peer review. Bring MLA Handbook.

	11

 
	November 1: Essay 4: Final draft due.

	
	November 3:  BPL, pp. 355-68. O'Connor, "A Good Man Is Hard to Find."

	12

 
	November 8: Essay 5: Proposal for Essay 6 with annotated bibliography due. Bring MLA Handbook.

	
	November 10:  Library research for Final Essay 7, Room 213, MLK Jr. Library.

	13

 
	November 15:  Crime-Novel: The Thin Man, Double Indemnity, and Essay 6 text.  Reader's Response due.

	
	November 17:  Crime-Novel: The Thin Man, Double Indemnity, and Essay 6 text.

	14

 
	November 22:  No Formal Class Session.  Appointments available with instructor to help you with Essay 6.

	
	November 24: Thanksgiving Break—no class

	15

 
	November 29: Essay 6 due. Peer review.

	
	December 1:  Review for Final Examination.
December 4:  Saturday:  FINAL EXAMINATION AT NOON

	16
	December 6: 

	 
	December 8: Essay 6: Final Draft due. 

	Final Exam
	NOTE:  Saturday December 4: Final Exam. Mandatory Saturday Meeting at Noon.


NOTE: This schedule may change depending on the needs of the class or unforeseen scheduling issues. Changes will be reported in class and via the email you have supplied the instructor or MySJSU.
