San Jose State University

English Department

English 1A, Section 16, Fall 2010

Instructor: Jennifer Lola McClelland

Office Location: Faculty Offices 227

Telephone: (408) 550-6209
Email: ms.jlmcclelland@gmail.com
Office Hours: Th 10:30-11:30 a.m. and by appointment

Classroom: BBC 121

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1English 1A Course Guidelines                                                                                                     

English 1A is the first course in SJSU’s two-semester lower-division composition sequence; it provides an introduction to baccalaureate-level composition, with attention to the “personal voice” and personal experience, on the one hand, and the more formal attitudes and demands of writing at the university (expository and argumentative essays), on the other. Students will develop college-level reading abilities, rhetorical sophistication, and writing styles that give form and coherence to complex ideas and feelings.

Prerequisites: Placement by the English Proficiency Test (EPT), or passage of an approved substitute course for the EPT.
Course Objectives: Students shall achieve the ability to write complete essays that demonstrate college-level proficiency in all of the following:


Clear and effective communication of meaning.


An identifiable focus, tailored to a particular audience and purpose (argumentative essays will state their thesis clearly and show an awareness, implied or stated, of some opposing point of view).


The ability to perform effectively the essential steps of the writing process (prewriting, organizing, composing, revising, and editing).


The ability to explain, analyze, develop, and criticize ideas effectively.


Effective use within their own essays of supporting material drawn from reading or other sources.


Effective organization within the paragraph and the essay.


Accuracy, variety, and clarity of sentences.


Appropriate diction.


Control of conventional mechanics (e.g., punctuation, spelling, reference, agreement).

Section Description: In this course you will approach writing as a dynamic process, where you will organize and present ideas while finding your voice, and where you will hopefully discover new ideas along the way. I like to think of this as discovery through writing. You will be expected to turn in a piece of writing, or to compose an in-class essay for each time the class meets. While this will be an intensive course that is meant to prepare you for more advanced writing classes, I hope you will find that writing can be fun, and that your essays are a place to express your unique perspectives. Most importantly, I hope that you will become comfortable in your writing, whether you should be composing a business email or filling out a greeting card. 

Workshops: During draft workshops your classmates will read and comment on your essays. You will need to bring 3 copies of full, completed drafts to share in class. If you miss the workshop your final draft essay grade will be lowered one grade. 

One Page Responses: For each class that we meet, except when essays are due, you will bring in a typed, double-spaced one page response to the assigned reading. Sometimes I will provide you with a prompt for these assignments, while other times you can respond freely to the reading. I might call on students to read responses aloud, or I might ask you to get in groups and discuss them. 

Late Policy: In rare situations due dates may extended, but you will need to come see me in advance. Essays turned in late will be docked one grade for each day they are late. 

Other Policies: You will be required to submit your out-of-class papers to Turnitin.com. 

Required Texts/Reading: Most of the readings are located in the following required textbooks. We will also take advantage of the internet by reading some texts online. For the days that online texts are assigned, you are permitted to bring laptops to class.  

The Curious Writer Bruce Ballenger 3rd Edition

50 Essays Samuel Cohen 2nd Edition

The Everyday Writer Andrea A Lunsford 4th Edition

Recommended Reading: I highly recommend obtaining a copy of Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style. 

Grades: The final grade in this course will be determined as follows:

Essays: 60% The first in-class essay is for diagnostic purposes and will not be graded. The remaining 7 essays will comprise 60% of your entire grade. 

Class Participation: 10% I will expect you to attend class, and to participate in discussions and group work. 

One Page Responses: 10% 

Final Exam: 20% 

General Education Area A2 Student Learning Outcomes

	SLO 1: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to perform effectively the essential steps in the writing process (prewriting, organizing, composing, revising, and editing).



	SLO 2:  Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to express (explain, analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively.



	SLO 3:  Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to use correct grammar (syntax, mechanics, and citation of sources) at a college level of sophistication.



	SLO 4:  Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to write for different audiences.




Course Content
Writing: Writing assignments shall give students repeated practice in all phases of the writing process:  prewriting, organizing, writing, revising, and editing. This class requires appropriately sequenced essays totaling a minimum of 8000 words. This minimum requirement excludes the final examination, journal writing, quizzes, and any brief or informal assignments. However, it can include assignments that require major revisions of drafts already submitted for a grade and commented on by peers and/or instructor. A major revision is defined as a significant rethinking and reworking of an assignment, and not a simple “correcting” of mechanical errors noted on the original. At least three (but no more than four) essays shall be written in class. How the 8000-word minimum will be met and distributed must be clearly indicated on greensheets.
Students shall receive frequent evaluation of their writing from the instructor. In evaluating student writing, instructors shall comment on specific features of individual papers. Comments shall encourage and acknowledge student success as well as note problems and suggest ways to improve.                                                                

Reading: Reading for the course shall be extensive and intensive and include useful models of writing for academic, general, and specific audiences.

Diversity: Assignments (both reading and writing) shall address issues of race, class, and gender when appropriate, and the perspectives of women and diverse cultural groups shall be incorporated into course instruction and materials in an inclusive and comprehensive manner whenever possible.

Tutoring: San Jose State University provides students with free tutoring at the Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) and at the Writing Center.  Both of these centers will help students at any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to major reorganization to stylistic polishing.  Students of all abilities are encouraged to use these services; it is a common myth that these services are for "dumb" students, but no published author made it without another pair of eyes on her/his work.

LARC is located under the 10th Street parking garage in SSC 600. (408) 924-2587

The Writing Center is located on the first floor of Clark Hall in Room 126. (408) 924-2308. You can schedule an appointment here:   http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/tutoring/requestforappointment/index.htm

The University Essay Final Exam: A common essay final, graded holistically, shall count 20 percent toward the course grade. A single university-wide final will be developed around a college-level reading passage each semester by the English Department Composition Committee. All faculty members teaching individual sections will grade the examination holistically under controlled conditions. Students must take the final exam in order to pass the course.
Grading: A-F.  This class must be passed with a C or higher to move on to English 1B (C- is not acceptable for 1B). A passing grade in the course signifies that the student is a capable college-level writer and reader of English.

University Policies

Academic integrity: Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University’s Academic Integrity policy, located at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm, requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to establish a record of their disability.

Dropping and Adding: Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Syllabus guidelines and schedule subject to change 

Schedule: Reading and Assignments*

Th 26 Aug 

Introduction to the course

Tu 31 Aug

Reading: The Curious Writer: Chapter 1 Writing As Inquiry; Chapter 2 Reading As Inquiry

Writing: In-class Diagnostic Essay 

Th 2 Sept

Reading: The Curious Writer: Chapter 3 Writing a Personal Essay; “Go West” from The New Yorker
Writing: One page response

Tu 7 Sept

Reading: Bernard Cooper: “A Clack of Tiny Sparks” p. 120
Writing: One page response

Other: Prompt for Essay # 2: Personal narrative

Th 9 Sept

Reading: Howard Zinn: “On Growing up Class Conscious”

Writing: One page response

Tu 14 Sept 

Reading: Jade Snow Wong: excerpt from Fifth Chinese Daughter; Eric Liu: “Notes from a Native Speaker” p. 251

Writing: One page response

Th 16 Sept 

Reading: None

Writing: Full draft of Essay #2 for workshop

Tu 21 Sept 

Reading: The Curious Writer Chapter 4 on writing reviews

Writing: Final draft of Essay #2 due

Th 23 Sept 

Reading: None

Writing: In-class Essay #3 

Tu 28 Sept
Reading: Zora Neale Hurston: “How It Feels to be Colored Me” p. 206

Writing: One page response

Th 30 Sept 

Reading: Sarah Vowell: “Shooting Dad” p. 433

Writing: One page response

Tu 5 Oct 

Reading: George Orwell: “Shooting an Elephant” p. 302 

Writing: 

Other: Prompt for Essay #4: Description essay

Th 7 Oct

Reading: E.B. White: “Once More to the Lake” p.450

Writing: One page response

Tu 12 Oct 

Reading: Bill Bryson: “How You Became You” p. 93; Sherman Alexie: “The Joy of Reading and Writing” p. 11

Writing: One page response

Th 14 Oct 

Reading: None

Writing: Essay #4 full draft due for workshop

Tu 19 Oct 

Reading: Fredrick Douglass: “Learning How to Read and Write” p. 144

Writing: Essay #4 final draft due

Th 21 Oct

Reading: Malcolm X: “Learning to Read” p. 281; Junot Diaz: “How to Date . . .”

Writing: One page response

Other: Prompt for Essay #5: Process essay

Tu 26 Oct

Reading: James Baldwin: “Notes from a Native Son” p. 60

Writing: One page response

Th 28 Oct 

Reading: Brent Staples: “Just Walk on By” p. 404

Writing: One page response

Tu 2 Nov 

Reading: Henry David Thoreau: “Where I Lived, and What I Lived For” p.424

Writing: One page response

Th 4 Nov

Reading: Lars Eighner: “On Dumpster Diving” p. 161

Writing: Essay #5 final draft due

Other: Prompt for Essay # 6: Compare and Contrast essay

Tu 9 Nov

Reading: Stephen L. Carter: “The Insufficiency of Honesty” p. 104; Stephanie Ericsson: “The Ways We Lie” p. 174

Writing: One page response

Th 11 Nov

No class. Veteran’s Day

Tu 16 Nov

Reading: The Curious Writer: Chapter 6 Writing an Argument 

Writing: Essay #6 final draft due

Th 18 Nov

Reading: Martin Luther King Jr.: “Letter from Birmingham Jail” p. 220

Writing: One page response

Other: Prompt for Essay #7: Argumentative essay 

Tu 23 Nov

Reading: Peter Singer: “Animal Liberation” p. 384
Writing: One page response

Th 25 Nov

No class. Have a nice break. 

Tu 30 Nov

Reading: None

Writing: In-class Essay #8

Th 2 Dec

Reading: None


Writing: Bring questions about the final writing exam

Other: Discuss 1A Writing Exam

Sat 4 Dec

8 a.m. Final: 1A Writing Exam 

Tu 7 Dec

Writing: Draft due of Essay #7 for workshop

Th 9 Dec

Reading: None. Last day of class

Writing: Final draft of Essay #7 due

*Reading and writing assignments are due on the days listed, not for the next meeting. 

Have a Nice Winter Break ( 

