
San José State University

Department of English and Comparative Literature

English 255, Section 1, Fall 2011

Thematic Studies in American Literature: “American Journeys”

	Instructor:
	Robert Cullen

	Office Location:
	Faculty Offices 117

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-4454

	Email:
	rjcullen@att.net

	Office Hours:
	Mondays 6 - 7 p.m. and by appointment

	Class Days/Time:
	Mondays 7 - 9:45 p.m.

	Classroom:
	Health Building 405

	Prerequisites:
	Graduate standing in English MA or MFA program

	
	


Course Description 

Journeys across vast distances have been central to the American experience, from the discoveries of Columbus to the hardships of the Oregon Trail, from the promise of the Gold Rush to the first step on the moon. It’s not surprising, then, that many of our literary heroes have been travelers (think of Ishmael, Huck Finn, the Joads).  English 255 will explore the theme of the journey, including ideas about departure, migration, adventure, exploration, settlement, and the need of the American mind and body to “light out for the Territory ahead of the rest.”  We will pay close attention to how the literature reflects or challenges American ideologies of national identity and mission, social class, race, and gender.

Information available online

You are responsible for reading the following information online at

http://www.sjsu.edu/english/comp/policyforsyllabi.html
· Academic policies (academic integrity, plagiarism, ADA and DRC policies)
· Adding and dropping classes
Required Texts

Any complete edition of these works:

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano
Herman Melville, Typee 

Mark Twain, The Innocents Abroad
Edith Wharton, The Custom of the Country
Willa Cather, O Pioneers!

Wallace Stegner, Angle of Repose
Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita
Jack Kerouac, On the Road

Assignments and Grading
Seminar Paper (50%): A research paper of 4000+ words, exclusive of bibliography.  The paper must include at least one text from the reading list and be relevant to the course theme.  Due at the last class meeting, Dec. 5.  NO late papers.

Introduction to a selected text (10%) and MA/MFA Study Guide for the same text (20%): You will collaborate with one or two other students to introduce one of the texts we are reading, and later the same partnership will distribute a Study Guide designed to help your peers prepare for their MA or MFA exams.  More information at our first meeting.

Reading Responses (10%): Informal responses of 250+ words to each of the texts except Equiano’s Narrative, due no later than the final day of discussion for each text.

Contributions to class discussion (10%).
English 255, Fall 2011, Course Schedule 
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	8/29
	Equiano (Entire narrative)

Note: no class on 9/5, Labor Day (campus closed).

	2


	9/12
	Typee, Chapters 1 through 17

	3


	9/19
	Typee (Finish book, including the Sequel)

	4


	9/26
	The Innocents Abroad, Chapters 1 through 31

	5


	10/3
	The Innocents Abroad (Finish)

	6


	10/10
	The Custom of the Country, Books I and II

	7


	10/17
	The Custom of the Country (Finish)

	8


	10/24
	O Pioneers!  (Finish)

	9


	10/31
	Angle of Repose, Books 1 through 3 (Grass Valley, New Almaden, Santa Cruz)

	10


	11/7
	Angle of Repose (Finish)

	11


	11/14
	Lolita, Part One

	12


	11/21
	Lolita (Finish novel and Afterword, “On a Book Entitled Lolita”)

	13


	11/28
	On the Road, parts one and two

	14


	12/5
	On the Road (Finish)

SEMINAR PAPERS DUE.
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