THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH & COMPARATIVE LITERATURE @ SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY

English 1A: What in the World is Going On?
Course: Composition I (GE A2; 3 units)
Instructor: Daniel Hendel De La O
Semester: Spring 2013
Office: FOB 111 - Office Hours: Th 10:30 — 11:30 AM
Phone: 408.924.5019 * Email: dhdelao@gmail.com = Web: eauzone.blogspot.com

Section 05 (Course No. 20382): Tu/Th 7:30 — 08:45 AM, SH 444
Section 11 (Course No. 27316): Tu/Th 9:00 — 10:15 AM, BBC 221

Course Theme

Americans, critics say, don’t know enough about the world. And at times that may be true. However,
this semester’s English 1A seeks to rectify that situation by exploring the world around us. We will
focus exclusively on a number of international topics, ranging from Islamic extremism to French
concepts of love and sex to a Mexican-American’s search for national identity to life in an Indian slum.
We will do all this through reading from and writing about a variety of world texts.

Required Texts

Books:
" Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity by Katherine Boo (ISBN:
1400067553)%

*  The Good Son: A Novel by Michael Gruber (ISBN: 0312674945)*

*  How the French Invented Love: Nine Hundred Years of Passion and Romance by Marilyn Yalom (ISBN:
0062048317)*

*  Mexican Enough: My Lifée Between the Borderlines by Stephanie Elizondo Griest (ISBN: 1416540172)*

Writing guide:
»  The Everyday Writer (5% Edition) by Andrea A. Lunsford (ISBN: 145760004:8)
* Available in electronic format (e.g. Kindle, Nook); pagination may vary from print editions.

Course Description

English 1A is the first course in SISU’s two-semester lower-division composition sequence; it provides
an introduction to baccalaureate-level composition, with attention to the “personal voice” and personal
experience, on the one hand, and the more formal attitudes and demands of writing at the university
(expository and argumentative essays), on the other. Students will develop college-level reading
abilities, rhetorical sophistication, and writing styles that give form and coherence to complex ideas and
teelings.

= Prerequisites

Passage of the English Proficiency Test (EPT), or passage of an approved substitute course for the
EPT.
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Course Goals
Students shall achieve the ability to write complete essays that demonstrate college-level proficiency
in all of the following:
*  Clear and effective communication of meaning.
An identifiable focus, tailored to a particular audience and purpose (argumentative essays will
state their thesis clearly and show an awareness, implied or stated, of some opposing point of
view).
The ability to perform effectively the essential steps of the writing process (prewriting,
organizing, composing, revising, and editing).
The ability to explain, analyze, develop, and criticize ideas effectively.
Effective use within their own essays of supporting material drawn from reading or other
sources.
Effective organization within the paragraph and the essay.
Accuracy, variety, and clarity of sentences.
Appropriate diction.
Control of conventional mechanics (e.g., punctuation, spelling, reference, agreement).
Student Learning Objectives (SLO), General Education (GE)
SLO 1: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to perform effectlvely
the essential steps in the writing process (prewriting, organizing, composing, revising, and
editing).
SLO 2: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to express (explain,
analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively.
SLO 3: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to use correct
grammar (syntax, mechanics, and citation of sources) at a college level of sophistication.
SLO 4: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to write for different
audiences.

Course Content

Writing: In English 1A, you will focus on practicing all phases of the writing process including
prewriting, organizing, writing, revising, and editing. All sections of English 1A require that you
write essays totaling a minimum of 8,000 words. This total word count does not include the final
exam, journals, quizzes, or any brief or informal writing assigned by your instructor. You will write
at least 3, but no more than 4, essays in class. Your instructor has listed in this syllabus how you
will meet the 8,000 word minimum. You must write all formal essays to pass the course.

Reading: English 1A includes extensive and intensive reading. The reading you do in English 1A
provides useful models of writing for academic, general, and specific audiences.

Research: In this course, you might learn to use the tools of the SJSU library, including online
resources for research, but library research is not a requirement of the course.

Diversity: The content presented in English 1A will address issues of race, class, and gender as well
as the perspectives of women and diverse cultural groups.

Course Materials: The English department suggests that a dictionary, a rhetoric (or
rhetoric/reader), and a handbook are appropriate materials for this course.

Grading: A-I. This class must be passed with a C or better to move on to CORE GE Area C3 and
to satisfy the prerequisite for English 1B. A passing grade in the course signifies that the student is
a capable college-level writer and reader of English.

Estimation of Per-Unit Student Workload

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a
minimum of forty-five hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per week with 1 of
the hours used for lecture) for instruction or preparation/studying or course related activities including
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but not limited to internships, labs, clinical practica. Other course structures will have equivalent
workload expectations as described in the syllabus.

Academic Policies

You are responsible for reading the SJSU academic polices, available online @ www.sjsu.edu/
english/comp/policyforsyllabi.html.

Recording Policies

Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording
him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in class. Such
permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are
the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute
the material.

Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be
shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated
material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor
consent.

SJSU Writing Center

The SJISU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone through
a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all
disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center
also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer
to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website:
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter.

Course Policies

* In an effort to make you a better editor of your own work, I will sometimes make sentence-level
corrections to only one page or paragraph of your essay. You should assume that the corrections
['ve made are applicable to your entire essay.

= All writing assignments are due on the dates indicated on EauZone, which contains the most up-to-
date schedule and information.

* In order to assist you in keeping track of your grade, I have provided you with a blank grading log.
It can be found in the “Grading” section of this syllabus.

= [ will not accept any assignments that are unstapled.

= Late assignments must be emailed to me no later than the following class after the due date.
However, they will be lowered one letter grade. I will not accept an assignment beyond this point.

= Assignments submitted via email, will be graded as any other. However, no marked-up hard copy
will be returned to you.

= Without prior notification, missed in-class essays and presentations cannot be made up. If you must
miss your presentation date, make prior arrangements with a classmate to switch days.

*  You will automatically be docked 5 points off your final draft grade for coming to class on a writers
workshop day without an essay.

=  There is a participation component to your grade. Though only 15 points, it could mean the
difference between letter grades. To receive all or most of these points, it is important that you
actively engage in the classroom experience (e.g. frequently asking questions and/or commenting).
Simply attending class is not sufficient to garner full points, as they are based on active
participation, not attendance.

= There may be only one opportunity for extra-credit this semester, so please stay up-to-date on your
assignments.
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®  The use of laptops during class is restricted to note taking only—absolutely no social media.

* If you come to class after the first 15 minutes, please wait for an appropriate moment to enter so as
not to disturb the class.

* [ am always happy to correspond via email. However, please indicate your section number in the
subject line or somewhere in the body. This helps me reply to your email more quickly. Also, due to
the volume of email I receive, please do not message me to ask what happened in class on the day
you were absent. As soon possible, obtain the email addresses of at least two other members of the
class. They should be able to fill you in on any relevant information.

EauZone

[ maintain the EauZone (eauzone.blogspot.com) as a centralized location for assignments, reminders,
documents, important dates, links, and general class information. It also contains an easy-to-reference
archive of the course work. In addition, this website will be the location of the course’s eReader (eR).
These Web articles may be required to complete some assignments. On the homepage, click on “English
1A: What in the World is Going On?” under “Spring 2013 Courses” to be routed to our page. Feel free
to use the “Comments” function in each posting; it is often a helpful way to communicate with
classmates.

Standards for Presentation of Work

As is standard in American English classes, all typed work must be submitted in MLA Style. Samples
are located in both The Everyday Writer and online at EauZone. Again, unstapled work will never be
accepted. Please follow this sample heading for all typed work:
Name

1A: Section number

Assignment

Date

Course Work

Class sessions will employ a combination of lectures, group discussions, presentations, and writing
workshops that will cover a range of activities, including analyzing, interpreting, outlining, revising,
and editing. All essays are approximately three pages and must adhere to MLA Style.

Your primary writing coursework will total approximately 8,000 words; they include:

1. Diagnostic Essay: This in-class essay will be my first opportunity to evaluate your writing.

2. Expository Essay: You will write an expository essay based upon Boo’s Behind the Beautiful IForevers.

3. Close Read Essay: For this in-class essay, you will closely examine war photography from an
international conflict.

4. Editorial Essay: In this essay, you will examine the perception of American insularity. Additionally,
this essay will be workshopped in class.

5. Autobiographical Essay: For this in-class essay, you will explore your own perceptions of race and
ethnicity based upon Elizondo Griest’'s Mexican Enough.

6. Comparative Analysis Essay: This essay asks that you contrast American and French views of love
and sex based upon Yalom’s How the French Invented Love.

7. Short Answer Responses: For this in-class essay, you will write short answer responses to Gruber’s
The Good Son.

8. Process Analysis Essay: Your 4 — 5 page final assignment asks you to reflect on your growth as a
writer and thinker over the course of English 1A.
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Additionally, you will be responsible for:

9. Reflections: You will write ten two-page reflections on a variety of internationally-themed topics.

10. PowerPoint Presentation: You and a partner will create a 10-minute PowerPoint presentation,
including a hand-out, based upon one of a list of world-related topics I will present in class. Please
note: You will be responsible for providing your own laptop. Also, Mac users will require an additional
adaptor to connect to the projector.

Grading

[tem Point Value Word Count* SLO (GE)

1. Diagnostic Essay** 20 500 1, 4

2. Expository Essay 20 1000 1-4

3. Close Read Essay** 20 500 1-4

4. Editorial Essay*** 20 1000 1-4

5. Autobiographical Essay** 20 500 1-4

6. Comparative Analysis Essay*** 20 1000 1-4

7. Short Answer Responses** 20 500 1-4

8. Process Analysis Essay 30 1250 1-4

9. Reflections 100 (10 @ 10 points each) 5000 1-3

10. PowerPoint Presentation 15 N/A N/A

11. Participation 15 N/A N/A

Total points: 300
Approximate word count: 11,250

*One typed page in MLA Style equals approximately 250 words; 1000 words is roughly equal to four typed pages
** Denotes an in-class essay
*%% [ossay to be reviewed in a writers workshop

Essays will be graded by the following criteria:

An “A” essay is organized and well-developed, demonstrating a clear understanding and fulfillment
of the assignment, written in a unique and compelling voice. It will show the student’s ability to use
language effectively with a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage.

A “B” essay demonstrates competence in the same categories as an “A” essay, but it may show slight
weakness in one of these areas. It will respond to the topic suitably and may contain some
grammatical, mechanical or usage errors.

A “C” essay will complete the requirements of the assignment, but it will show weaknesses in
fundamentals, such as development. It may show significant weakness in mastery of grammar,
mechanics, usage, or voice.

A “D” essay will neglect to meet all the requirements of the assignment or may be superficial in its
treatment of the topic. It may lack development or fail to stay on topic. It may contain grammatical,
mechanical, and/or usage errors that interfere with reader comprehension.

An “F” essay does not fulfill the requirements of the assignment.

Final Grade Calculations:

285 — 300: A+ 265 — 269: B+ 235 —239: C+ 180 — 209: D
276 — 284: A 246 — 264: B 216 — 234: C* 0—-179: F
270 —275: A- 240 — 245: B- 210 -215: C-

* At least 216 points must be earned to recerve course credit.
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Grade Log:
1. Diagnostic Essay 20/20%
2. Expository Essay /20
3. Close Read Essay /20
4. Editorial Essay /20
5. Autobiographical Essay /20
6. Comparative Analysis Essay /20
7. Short Answer Responses /20
8. Process Analysis Essay /30
9. Reflections 1) /10
2) /10
3) /10
4) /10
5) /10
6) /10
7) /10
8) /10
9) /10
10) /10
10. PowerPoint Presentation /15
11. Participation /15
Total /300

* If sufficiently completed, 20 points will be awarded. If insufficiently completed or missed, no points will be

awarded.

Schedule

Please note that this schedule is subject to change. Always consult EauZone for the most up-to-date
information and schedule. Consider any hard copy of the syllabus only a rough guide and already out-of-

date.

Key:

FOREVERS—DBehind the Beautiful Forevers

eR—eReader

FRENCH—How the French Invented Love
GOOD—The Good Son
MEXICAN—Mexican Enough

Week 01: France

Th 01.24

Syllabus review

Week 02: Mexico

Read: FOREVERS—Part 1: Undercitizens

Tu 01.29 | Introductions; Lecture—“A PowerPoint Presentation How-to”
Th 01.81 | Lecture—“Writing as a Process, Pt. 17
Due | REFLECTION o1

DHDELA O

ENGLISH 1A, SPRING 2013 6




THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH & COMPARATIVE LITERATURE @ SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY

Week 08: India

Read: FOREVERS—Part 2: The Business of Burning

Tu 02.05

Lecture—"Writing as a Process, Pt. 2”

Th 02.07
Due

DIAGNOSTIC ESSAY
REFLECTION 02

Week 04: Chile

Read: FOREVERS—Part 3: A Little Wildness

Tu 02.12

Reading discussion; Lecture—"“Citing Sources in MLA: The Basics”

Th 02.14
Due

Reading discussion; Lecture—“MLA Style 101”
REFLECTION 03

Week 05: The United States

Read: FOREVERS—Part 4: Up and Out; eR—“The Insular American” (Boston Globe), “Leaving
Empire: The Risks of American Insularity” (Religion Dispatches), “Outward Bound” (Foreign Policy)

Tu 02.19

Reading discussion, Presentations; Lecture—"On Wordiness: Exercises”

Th 02.21
Due

Reading discussion; Presentations; Lecture—“How to do a Close Reading”
(ANNOTATED) EXPOSITORY ESSAY—INSTRUCTIONS TO BE GIVEN IN
CLASS PRIOR TO DUE DATE

Week 06: Kenya

Read: eR—"Ignorant America: Just How Stupid Are We?” (AlterNet), “Young Americans
Geographically Illiterate, Survey Suggests” (National Geographic), “Getting to Know the World
Around Us” (Chicago Tribune), “How Dumb Are We?” (Daily Beast), “Afghan Troops Get a Lesson in
American Cultural Ignorance” (Washington Post)

Tu 02.26

Reading discussion; Lecture—*“The Most Common Grammatical Errors—And How to
Avoid Them”

Th 02.28

CLOSE READ ESSAY

Week 07: Maldives

Read: MEXICAN—"Legacies” — “The Coyote’s Wife”

Tu 08.05
Due

Reading discussion; Presentations; Lecture—"How to Build a Solid Argument”

REFLECTION 04

Th 03.07
Due

Reading discussion; Presentations; Writers workshop
EDITORIAL ESSAY (DRAFT 1; BRING 2 COPIES)

Week 08: Egypt

Read: MEXICAN—*Malaleche, Spoiled Milk” — “The People with No Place to Go”

Tu 03.12

Lecture—“A Look at New Mexican Cinema”

Th 03.14
Due

Reading discussion; Presentations

EDITORIAL ESSAY (FINAL DRAFT; ATTACH A COPY OF DRAFT 1 AND A
ONE PARAGRAPH SUMMARY OF THE CHANGES YOU MADE FOR YOUR
FINAL DRAFT)

Week 09: Canada

Read: MEXICAN—"The Reconquista” — Epilogue

Tu 03.19

Reading discussion; Presentations

Th 03.21
Due

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY
REFLECTION 05
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Week 10: United Arab Emirates

Tu 08.26
Th 03. 28

No class—Spring break

Week 11: Germany

Read: FRENCH—"Prologue: Abélard and Héloise, Patron Saints of French Lovers” — “2: Gallant Love
— La Princesse de Cléves,” “4: Seduction and Sentiment — Prévost, Crébillon fils, Rousseau, and Laclos”
— “5: Love Letters — Julie de Lespinasse,” “8: Love Among the Romantics - George Sand and Alfred de
Musset,” “10: Love in the Gay Nineties - Cyrano de Bergerac”

Tu 04.02 | Reading discussion; Lecture—"“Paris on Film”

Th 04.04: | Reading discussion; Presentations
Due | REFLECTION 06

Week 12: Japan

Read: FRENCH—"11: Love Between Men - Verlaine, Rimbaud, Wilde, and Gide,” “13: Lesbian Love -
Colette, Gertrude Stein, and Violette Leduc” — “14: Existentialists in Love - Simone de Beauvoir and
Jean-Paul Sartre,” “16: “Love in the Twenty-first Century” — Epilogue

Tu 04.09 | Reading discussion; Presentations

Th 04.11 | Reading discussion; Writers workshop
Due | COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS ESSAY (DRAFT 1; BRING 2 COPIES)

Week 13: Australia

Read: GOOD—pg. 1 — 125

Tu 04.16 | Reading discussion; Presentations

Th 04. 18 | Reading discussion; Presentations
Due | REFLECTIONS 07 & 08

Week 14: Spain

Read: GOOD—pg. 126 — 300

Tu 04.23 | Reading discussion; Presentations
Due | COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS ESSAY (FINAL DRAFT; ATTACH A COPY OF
DRAFT 1)

Th 04.25 | Watch—Paradise Now (2005)
Due | REFLECTION 09

Week 15: Saudi Arabia

Read: GOOD—pg. 301 - 416

Tu 04.30 | Reading discussion; Presentations

Th 05.02 | SHORT ANSWER RESPONSES
Due | REFLECTION 10

Week 16: The United Kingdom

Tu 05.07 | Evaluations
Due | PROCESS ANALYSIS ESSAY

Th 05. 09 | Course review

DHDELA O ENGLISH 1A, SPRING 2013 8



	English 1A: What in the World is Going On?
	Section 05 (Course No. 20382): Tu/Th 7:30 – 08:45 AM, SH 444
	Section 11 (Course No. 27316): Tu/Th 9:00 – 10:15 AM, BBC 221
	Course Theme
	Required Texts
	Course Description
	Course Content
	Academic Policies
	SJSU Writing Center
	Course Policies
	EauZone
	Standards for Presentation of Work
	Course Work
	Grading
	Total points: 300
	Schedule

