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Introduction 

Dean Tseng, Chair Llorens, faculty, honored guests, alumni 

and friends: it is my pleasure today to share with you the history 

of the Occupational Therapy Department at San Jose state 

University. I was probably selected for this honor because I am 

the member of the current faculty with the longest full time 

tenure at the University and sometimes affectionately called the 

Department dionsaur. 

The content of my talk is derived from an oral history of the 

Department from 1943-1984 recorded by former chairpersons, from my 

own recollections, and from milestones recorded by Dr. Llorens in 

the past 10 years. I also used past college and university 

catalogs, and articles and photographs from several scrap books 

that were assembled under the direction of Dr. Lela Llorens. 

These are our best records and recollections. Also, over the 

years there have been numerous faculty members who supported the 

growth and development of the department. It is not possible to 

name them all in this presentation. 

1942 

Our history actually begins in 1942 when the Santa Clara 

Valley was known as the "Valley of Heart's Delight." Susan B. 

Richards, an occupational therapist at Children"s Hospital in 
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