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SJ S U College of Social Sciences - Psychology

Introduction to Psychology Section 671 PSYC 1

Summer 2023 3 Unit(s) 07/10/2023 to 08/11/2023 Modified 05/26/2023

[1Course Description and Requisites

Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and mental processes. The content focuses on the exploration of major psychological theories
and concepts, methods, and research findings in psychology. Topics include the biological bases of behavior, perception, cognition and
consciousness, learning, memory, emotion, motivation, development, personality, social psychology, psychological disorders and therapeutic
approaches to treatment, and applied psychology. GE Area: D (formerly GE Area D1)

Letter Graded
alll Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)

Program learning outcomes (PLOs) are skills and knowledge that students will have achieved upon completion of the Psychology BA degree.
Each course in our curriculum contributes to one or more of these PLOs. The PLOs for the Psychology BA degree are:

1. Knowledge Base of Psychology. Students will be able to demonstrate familiarity with the major concepts, theoretical perspectives,
empirical findings, and historical trends in psychology.

2. Research Methods in Psychology. Students will be able to design, implement, and communicate basic research methods in psychology,
including research design, data analysis, and interpretations.

3. Critical Thinking Skills. Students will be able to use critical and creative thinking, skeptical inquiry, and a scientific approach to address
issues related to behavior and mental processes.

4. Applications of Psychology. Students will be able to apply psychological principles to individual, interpersonal, group, and societal issues.
Values in Psychology. Students will value empirical evidence, tolerate ambiguity, act ethically, and recognize their role and responsibility as
a member of society.

GE Area D: Social Sciences

Area D courses increase students’ understanding of human behavior and social interaction in the context of value systems, economic
structures, political institutions, social groups, and natural environments. Students develop an understanding of problems and issues from
different disciplinary perspectives and examine issues in their contemporary as well as historical settings and in a variety of cultural contexts.

The CSU requires students to complete General Education courses in the Social Sciences in at least two different disciplines. Students may
meet this requirement by either 1) taking two lower-division Area D courses in different disciplines, or 2) taking two lower-division Area D
courses in the same discipline and an Area S upper-division GE course in a different discipline.

GE Area D Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of an Area D course, students should be able to:

1. 1. demonstrate understanding of the ways in which social institutions, culture, and environment shape and are shaped by the behavior of
individuals, both past and present;

2. 2. compare and contrast the dynamics of two or more social groups or social systems in a variety of historical and/or cultural contexts;

3. 3. place contemporary social developments in cultural, environmental, geographical, and/or historical contexts;

4. 4. draw on social/behavioral science information from various perspectives to formulate applications appropriate to historical and/or
contemporary social issues.

Writing Practice: Students will write a minimum of 1500 words in a language and style appropriate to the discipline.
‘ . . . .
i University Policies

Per University Policy S16-9 (PDF)_(http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as
student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommmodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student
services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php) web page. Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these university

policies and resources.

https://sjsu.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=24035
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