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Who am I? Why am I here?

● J uan Ruiz Cortes , MA (Philos ophy, 2018)

● Critical Race & Ethnic Studies , BA

● Founded Nepantla Philos ophy, LLC

○ Created a limited liability company with a 

mis s ion to nurture equity, divers ity, and 

inclus ion in higher education through 

programming, profes s ional training, and 

cons ulting.

● Undocumented non-DACA entrepreneur



Take a deep breath!

1. I will provide you with a lot of information!

2. I welcome interaction and collaboration! 
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How to Start Your Thinking About Graduate School

● Research interests

● Specialized Field, like Medical or Law School

● Seek TA position, or something of the sort

● Application process & cost

● Letters of Recommendation

● Graduate tests

● Post Bacc Programs



Marketing Programs

CSU Long Beach (Example)

● Mas ters  of Science in Marketing 
Analytics

● Non-refundable $70 application fee
● Official trans cripts
● 2.75 GPA or greater
● Res umé

● GMAT/GRE Test Requirements Waived for 

Spring and Fall 2022
● Two letters of recommendation
● Video Statement of Purpose
● Personal Statement

UC Berkeley (Example)

● Masters of Business Administration
● Copy of official transcripts
● GMAT or GRE exam required
● TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreighn 

Language) for applicants who received 
undergraduate degrees in non-English 
speaking countries

● Interview by invitation only
● Two letters of recommendation from 

former employers
● Two Essays; SOP only for concurrent 

programs

https://www.csulb.edu/cob-graduate-programs/test-score-requirements-waived


Info on Berkeley Marketing MBA continued...

● Essay 1: What makes  you feel alive when you 

are doing it, and why? (300 words)

○ A successful essay will share a specific 
and personal experience that helps the 
reader get to know you better, giving 
insight into your character, values, or how 
you would uniquely contribute to the 
Berkeley-Haas community.

● Essay 2: The definition of s ucces s ful leaders hip 

has  evolved over the las t decade and will 

continue to change. What do you need to 

develop to become a s ucces s ful leader?

● Applying to Scholars hips  is  optional, yet 
part of the application, and may require 
other s upplemental materials  or es s ays



Medical School application

● Do not have to be STEM Major 

MCD/Biology/Chemis try

● Can be any major (i.e., Sociology, Phys ics  or 

His tory etc.)

● J us t need to meet minimum requirements

● ~3.5 GPA (3.2-3.8)

● Volunteering, interns hip, clinical experience

● Res earch experience preferred

● Letters  of recommendation (3-6 at UCI)

● Rigorous application timeline—may discuss 
further during office hours

Requirements

● One year of Biology (w/labs )

● One year of Phys ics  (w/labs )

● One year of Englis h

● One year of Math

● Two years  of chemis try (w/labs ) 

● https ://apps .aamc.org/ms ar-ui/

● Prefered/Recommended: 

○ Computer cours es , Anatomy, Cell Biology, 

Immunology, Microbiology, Neuros cience, 

Ps ychology, Sociology, Spanis h 

● Take the MCAT exam

https://apps.aamc.org/msar-ui/


MCAT - Medical College 
Admis s ion Tes ting

● Adminis tered by As s ociation of American 

Medical Colleges  (AAMC)

● Standardized tes t with s ections  on 

○ Biological and Biochemical Foundations  of 

Living Sys tems

○ Chemical and Phys ical Foundations  of 

Biological Sys tems

○ Ps ychological, Social, and Biological 

Foundations  of Behavior

○ Critical Analys is  and Reas oning Skills

● In-pers on tes t only

● $305 cos t



MCAT Prep Resources

● FREE! Khan Academy MCAT Cours e
● Sample content from all four 

s ections
● 1,100 videos  and 3,000 review 

ques tions  to help you s tudy
● https://www.khanacademy.org/test-

prep/mcat

● Full-length practice tes ts
● MCAT quizzes  to as s es s  readines s
● MCAT Flas hcards  App
● https://www.princetonreview.com/me

dical/free-mcat-practice-
test?gclid=Cj0KCQiAj9iBBhCJARIs
AE9qRtBzwTSLDZ3s5Xuuua9HsE8
ZuYADQn4pomC9Lo_pgm1QN6MjS
V6fNfEaApWuEALw_wcB&ExDT=2
#!practice

https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat
https://www.princetonreview.com/medical/free-mcat-practice-test?gclid=Cj0KCQiAj9iBBhCJARIsAE9qRtBzwTSLDZ3s5Xuuua9HsE8ZuYADQn4pomC9Lo_pgm1QN6MjSV6fNfEaApWuEALw_wcB&ExDT=2#!practice


PHD - Pre-Health Dreamers● Founded in 2012 by three undocumented 

medical s chool graduate s tudents  

● Offers  networking, advocacy, forums , 

res ources , and community-building 

opportunities

● Graduate/Profes s ional Programs
○ Scholarship list: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet
s/d/1q-
ka0BAzfenJ92Feikx_AjF3BpqFNN-
_eFvIymdv2q8/edit#gid=839553668

○ Internship list:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet
s/d/1Aqrs_l6Mq_3FHHvXszW11hlah
iO4x2h84k1ZGk7Lh-g/edit#gid=0

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1q-ka0BAzfenJ92Feikx_AjF3BpqFNN-_eFvIymdv2q8/edit#gid=839553668
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Aqrs_l6Mq_3FHHvXszW11hlahiO4x2h84k1ZGk7Lh-g/edit#gid=0




Don’t give up!

● Graduate School is  expens ive, but not 

impos s ible to acces s  and s ucceed

● For undocumented s tudents  without work 

authorization, it is  particularly more 

expens ive

○ Then, there is  the Res idency 

requirement after completing Med-

s chool where employment 

authorization is  required...

● There are Med s chools  deliberately 

s upportunig undocumented folks  

○ Loyola Stritch School of Medicine in 

Chicago: DACA recipients  welcome and 

receive full tuition s upport

○ https://ssom.luc.edu/daca/

https://ssom.luc.edu/daca/




Engineering Research Opportunity
● UC Irvine Summer Undergraduate 

Res earch Fellows hip (SURF)
● Opportunity for res earch and intens e 

graduate preparation program
● Facilitate application, admis s ion, and 

enrollment in grad s chool
● Open to all academic fields  at UCI
● J une 19-Augus t 12, 2022
● AB-540 Eligible
● J uniors , s eniors  or MA s tudents  purs uing 

a Ph.D.
● Application opens  Dec. 2021
● Email: divers ity@ rgs .uci.edu

○ Maria Menendez

● $4,000 s tipend included
● Succes s fully applying to graduate s chool
● Succes s fully applying for fellows hips
● GRE preparation cours e (optional)
● Academic writing
● Preparing academic pres entations
● Academic career planning

mailto:diversity@rgs.uci.edu


STEM Resumé
● Different than the Humanities /Social 

Sciences  Res umé

● Showcas es  

○ key words ; identifiable by AI (artificial 

intelligence)

○ Lab work

○ Cours es

○ Interns hip experience

○ Special projects  participation

○ Leaders hip experience

● Not a “cut and pas te” template; every field 

is  particularly different

● Sample: Junior Mechanical Engineering Major 

Seeking Product Design Internship (pdf)

https://career.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/Resumes/Junior%20Mechanical%20Engineering%20Major%20Seeking%20%20Product%20Design%20Internship.pdf


Break. Transition.



Basic Considerations     |     Reasons to Pursue

● Why? What? Where?

● What to expect?

● Degree?

● Benefits

● Costs 

● More knowledge about a 

subject/major 

● Research interests

● Your proposed career may 

require it

● Become a better candidate in 

the job market



Different Degrees

● Master’s: MA, MS, MBA, 

MPA, MSW, MFT, etc. 

● Doctorate: Ph.D.

● Professional: JD, MD, 

DDS, OD



Undocumented-related Cons iderations

● State laws  affect graduate s chool admis s ion
○ National Immigration Law Center

● M ap: State Laws &  Policies on 
Access to Higher  Education for  
Im m igrants

● Table: Laws &  Policies 
Im pr oving Access to Higher  
Education for  Im m igr ants

○ uLEAD: Univers ity Leaders  for Educational 
Acces s  and Divers ity
■ uLEADNet.org

● Categorized laws  of 50 s tates  
into Res trictive, Uns tipulated, and 
Inclus ive

https://www.nilc.org/issues/education/eduaccesstoolkit/eduaccesstoolkit2/#maps
https://www.nilc.org/eduaccesstoolkit2#maps
https://www.nilc.org/eduaccesstoolkit2a#tables
http://uleadnet.org


US Customs & Border Protection (USCBP) checkpoints

● Interior Checkpoints  and Higher 

Ed Ins titutions  along the border
○ USCBP, checkpoints  range from 25-

100 miles  from border

○ There are an es timated 180 

checkpoints

○ Living in an area that requires  you to 

pas s  through a checkpoint pos es  a 

higher deportation ris k



Testing Requirements: GRE, GMAT, MCAT, etc.

● Government is s ued identification for 
regis tering and taking the tes t
○ US driver’s  licens e or pas s port
○ Original document
○ Valid
○ Bear your full name
○ Includes  recent photograph
○ Includes  your s ignature

● ETS Office of Tes ting Integrity (OTI)
○ Accommodation, waiver or workaround 

if you do not meet identification 
requirements

○ Email: TSReturns @ ets .org

mailto:TSReturns@ets.org


Disclosing Status on a Graduate Application

● No federal law requires  proof of 
citizens hip when applying

● Pers onal decis ion to dis clos e s tatus
○ Typically unavoidable in an application
○ Us ed for Financial Aid and to gauge divers ity of 

the matriculating s tudent population
○ Provide s tudents  with res ources

● Information s afeguarded by FERPA
○ Except for court orders
○ Legitimate educational interes ts
○ Directory information



Application Components

● Admis s ions  tes ting

● Unofficial Trans cripts  / GPA

● Pers onal Statement

● Statement of Purpos e

● Letters  of Recommendation

● CV / Res umé



Timeline 
● Summer: 

○ Narrow down res earch interes ts
○ Search for programs
○ Prepare for tes ting

● Fall: 
○ Work on application
○ Letters  of rec.
○ Pers onal s tatement / SOP
○ Writing s ample
○ Funding application

● Winter: 
○ Maintain good grades

● Spring:
○ Admis s ion res pons e
○ Interview at campus es



Detailed Timeline



Grad School Wishlist 



STEM Personal Statement & Statement of Purpose

● Word limit depending on the program

○ 250-1000 words

● Des cribe a time when you dealt with 

s omeone difficult

● How did you handle the s ituation?

● What would you do different if you 

could do it over?

● Video Statement of Purpos e

○ Des cribe your career goals  in the 

next 3-5 years ,

○ Your long-term dream job

○ You can us e a platform s uch as  

YouTube to create the video. 

Include your link in the application 

form



Personal Statement      /      Statement of Purpose

● For financial aid and cohort 

considerations 

● Personal trajectory / journey 

to career path

● Represents your skills and 

character

● Overcoming adversity and 

maintaining academic 

excellence

○ How?

● For research interests/cohort 

considerations

● What do you want to do in grad 

school?

● How will you apply your skills to 

achieve goal?

● Highlight aspects of school / 

department that guide your 

interest

○ List faculty you wish to work 

with



Testing & Exams
Some schools waived these test 

requirements due to COVID-19

● GMAT (bus ines s ) 

○ Marketing Analytics

● MCAT (medical s chool)

● PCAT (pharmacology)

● OAT (optometry)

● Reques t fee waivers  from 

Graduate Divis ion, Fin. Aid Office

1. P ick Up a book from the library, 

peer, online, etc., and read a few 

pages  a day

2. Don’t try to wing-it!

3. Create a s tudy plan

4. Become acquainted with the 

examination s tyle

5. GMAT now available online
a. https://www.mba.com/exams/gmat

https://www.mba.com/exams/gmat


The little box at the end of the application...
● Question: “Is there anything not included 

in the application that you would like to 
share with the graduate committee?”

● Make us e of this  to genuinely des cribe:
○ Your fear of standardized testing
○ The underlying reason why there is a “W” or 

failing grade on your transcript
○ A family hardship that affected a gap in 

your education
○ And how these criteria are not indicative 

of your ability to engage in research 
material



Grad Test prep resource!

● Magoosh online prep-course for GMAT, MCAT, GRE

● Some Universities offer this resource free to 

students--look into this as a possibility at your 

campus!
https ://magoos h.com/

https://magoosh.com/
https://magoosh.com/


Writing Sample

● Depending on your dis cipline, the s ample 

may be different

○ STEM: Pos ter abs tract; s tudy you 

conducted in a cours e; s pecial lab 

report; es s ay for a cours e or 

publication

● Work on the s ample ahead of time

○ Ideally, us e a s ample from a faculty 

advis or that is  recommending you 

and has  reviewed your work

● Share your s ample with different 

readers

○ Faculty

○ Peer advis or

○ Mentor

● Save each copy s eparately and then 

decide what changes  to make



CV / Résumé

● Curriculum Vitae
○ Concise summary of educational background and achievements 

■ Persona l conta ct informa tion
■ E duca tiona l degrees
■ Awa rds / publica tions
■ Tea ching a nd resea rch interests a nd experiences
■ S kills
■ Professiona l memberships

○ Highlight experiences in rela tion to S OP



Letters of Recommendation  
● Request strong well-written letters of rec.

○ Pillar of the application, ask ahead of time
○ Provides information that is not found elsewhere in the application

■ Don’t be repetitive
■ S ome a spects ha ve to be mentioned by the recommender

○ W a ive the right to rea d the letter
■ S hows confidence
■ Professors ma y be more comforta ble to recommend you

○ From: Professor’s, E mployer, Internship/volunteer supervisor



Letters of Rec

● Advise Professor ahead of time or at the beginning of a course
● Attend office hours and hold conversations related to your research 

interest
● Never accept a Letter from a Professor who asks you to write it

○ Provide the recommender with:
■ SOP
■ Résumé / CV
■ Writing sample
■ Transcripts
■ *(See sample in materials attached to this prez)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sl6Ukw987tUtW4a6lhV5iGjZ6EYBPy-z/view?usp=sharing


Faculty advisor

● Professor/Mentor that will revise all material to be submitted

● Meet regularly and have materials ready to be revised

● Meet professor during office hours or request alternative time

● Be responsible for setting expectations and deadlines 



Deadlines

● Submit application materials ahead of time

● Letters may be provided by professors after application has closed

○ It is your responsibility to ensure the recommender has provided your 

letter

○ Email recommender with gratitude

○ Then email as a follow up to ensure letter submission

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sl6Ukw987tUtW4a6lhV5iGjZ6EYBPy-z/view?usp=sharing


Finding the right Program

● Look into the Faculty and their Research interests

● 2-3 faculty members you may work with

● Ask if they will be on 

○ Sabbatical, retiring, conducting research elsewhere

● Does the Program offer a MA if you don’t finish the PhD?

● Reach-out to other graduate students at the dept. and read their work



Contacting the Department

● Inquire what funding options are available particular to your circumstances

○ TA ships, fellowships, GSR?

○ Will I have a difficult time registering at your school due to my undocumented status?

○ Is there a category I fall under with your registration office?

● Ask for application fee waivers



Financial Aid Options

● MALDEF Graduate Scholars hip & Fellows hip Lis t

● Internal Fellows hip: UCLA AB540 Grad Students

● External Fellows hip: Paul D. Soros  Fellows hip 
for New Americans

https://www.maldef.org/resources/scholarship-resources/
https://grad.ucla.edu/asis/stusup/ucopab540app.pdf
https://www.pdsoros.org/apply


Undocumented Student Resources

● http://mydocumentedlife.org/

● http://www.phdreamers.org/

● dream.csac.ca.gov

● immigrantsrising.org

http://mydocumentedlife.org/
http://www.phdreamers.org/
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://immigrantsrising.org/


Santa Clara Law Digital 
Commons
● Navigating Graduate School: 

Resource Guide for 
Undocumentes Students

● Focus  on law, tes ting 
requirements , and s tat-to-s tate 
nuances , amongs t other items

● https ://www.thedream.us /wp-
content/uploads /2018/08/Navigating-
Graduate-School_-Res ource-Guide-for-
Undocumented-Stude-1.pdf

https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Navigating-Graduate-School_-Resource-Guide-for-Undocumented-Stude-1.pdf


Lastly

● No one single route is the only correct 

one

● Make a name for yourself get the Dept. to 

know you
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